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Charles Alfred Sankey (1905-2004):�
freemason and scientist 

 “I hope to establish not just a 
lectureship but a tradition at our 
University, a tradition which 
will, each year, emphasize some 
facet or facets of the unity of 
knowledge, some understanding 
of the inter-relation of specific 
disciplines, some recognition of 
the breadth and height and 
depth of the human spirit, some 
challenge to each one of us to 
widen our horizons and to raise 
our eyes.” 

Charles A. Sankey, 1.10.1970 
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(I)  The impact of freemasonry: real or 
imagined?

(II)  Between transparency and opacity: a 
genealogy of perception

(III)  Balancing facts and fiction through 
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Perceptions: a definition

# Use of our senses to acquire information 
about our surrounding world 
(factual perception)

# Attitude or understanding of what is 
being observed or thought 
(interpretation)  

⇒  Perception is nothing given, it is a 
dynamic interplay between 
observation and interpretation

⇒  Perceptions have per definition a 
constructed character

Robert Fludds depiction of perception 1619	




Perceptions of freemasonry

(1)  viewpoints taken outside the fraternity in 
the public domain, based upon real events 
and attributions (hetero-stereotypes)	


(2)  viewpoints taken within the fraternity, 
based upon experience, self-attributions 
and reaction upon the outside perception, 
brought from inside to the outside public 
domain (auto-stereotypes)	


	




The Seven 
Liberal Arts
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Freemasonry on the 
Internet (1): �

 1,580,000 hits on 
google



Freemasonry on the Internet (2): �
421,000 images on google



Freemasonry on the Internet 
(3):�

14,000 videos on 
YouTube



Jüri Linas quasi-
documentary “The real 

truth about 
Freemasons” (1-6) on 

YouTube



EXAMPLE 1: Freemasonry associated with politics
 “A few days ago, a select Body of the Society of Free 
Masons waited on the Right Honourable the Lord 
Viscount Townshead, one of His Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State, to signify to his Lordship, That 
being obliged by their Constitutions, to hold a General 
Meeting now at Midsummer, according to annual 
Custom, they hoped the Administration would take no 
Umbrage [resentment] at that Convention [authors 
italics], as they were all zealously affected [a.i.] to his 
Majesty’s Person and Government. His Lordship 
received this Intimation in a very affable Manner, 
telling them, he believe’d they need not to be 
apprehensive of any Molestation [a.i.] from the 
Government, so long as they went on nothing more 
dangerous [a.i.] than the ancient Secrets [a.i.] of the 
Society; which must be of a very harmless Nature 
[a.i.], because, as much as Mankind love Mischief, no 
ever betray’d them [a.i.].” 

London Journal 16 June 1722



Mock masonry procession of 1740



“Freemasonry and politics: �
the dangerous liaisons” �

Title page of �
L’ Express �

No 3040, October 2009



EXAMPLE 2: 
CONSPIRACY �

�
Title page of a masonic 

chivalric chapter in 
Rostock, Germany 1761



John 
Robison, 

1798



Russian title of the Protocols	

Taxil 1890s 	




Typical representation 
of the judaeo-masonic 

conspiracy theory 



“The protocols of overlapping Conspiracism”, 
Chip Berlet



EXAMPLE 3:�
SPECTACULAR 

RITUALS�
The Post Boy �

December 1723



Samuel Prichards  
Masonry Dissected, 1730 



Reception in the first degree �
(Bernigeroth, Leipzig 1745)



Reception in the third degree �
(Bernigeroth, Leipzig 1745)



Reception in the third degree �
(Bernigeroth, Leipzig 1745)



Women performing 
rituals in the Order of 

Mopses, 1745 



From an Irish anti-masonic publication, late 1800s. Opening 
scene of The Lost Symbol



Screenshot from Les Forces Occultes, a French 
anti-masonic propaganda movie, 1942



Exposures of 
masonic ritual on 

YouTube �
(April 2010)



In Eminenti, the first papal 
condemnation of 

freemasonry, 1738



“An apologetic relation and 
history of the Society of 

Freemasons” was published 
in response to the papal 

condemnation of 1738 and 
the revelations of 

freemasonry by Paris 
police-lieutenant Hérault.  



Masonic Diorama, engraved Wachsmuth, printed 
Engelbrecht, Augsburg/Germany 1730-1750	




Title page of Anderson’s Constitutions 1723



Freemason’s Magazine 1793-1798
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